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1) Data  collection  and sources  
 
 
 
Institutional data �± self -submitted on the THE  Portal  
 

 
Elsevier  
 
Bibliometric data  
 
We examine research influence by capturing the number of times a  �X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�¶�V���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���Z�R�U�N���L�V���F�L�W�H�G���E�\���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V��
globally. This year, our bibliometric data supplier Elsevier examined more than 108 million citations to 14.4 million 
journ al articles, article reviews, conference proceedings, books and book chapters published over five years. The data 
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�����������������D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���M�R�X�U�Q�D�O�V���L�Q�G�H�[�H�G���E�\���(�O�V�H�Y�L�H�U�¶�V���6�F�R�S�X�V���G�D�W�D�E�D�V�H���D�Q�G���D�O�O���L�Q�G�H�[�H�G���S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
between 2016 and 2020. Citations to these publications made in the six years from 2016 to 2021 are also collected. 
 
Citations data is a score per institution calculated by Elsevier. Elsevier provide the Field-Weighted Citation Impact 
(FWCI) score, per subject and overall. 
 
�7�K�H���)�:�&�,���V�F�R�U�H���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�V���K�R�Z���W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���F�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���E�\���D�Q���H�Q�W�L�W�\�¶�V���S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���F�R�P�S�D�U�H�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���D�Y�H�U�D�J�H��
number of citations received by all other simila r publications �����µ�6�L�P�L�O�D�U���S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�¶���D�U�H���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G���W�R���E�H���S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q��
the Scopus database that have the same publication year, type, and discipline, as defined by the Scopus journal 
classification system. 
 
A FCWI of 1.00 indicates the global average. 
 
The Citations performance of an institution is determined by calculating the 75 th percentile of the FWCI score of all of its 
publications in scope. Where a publication involves multiple institutions, each institution receive s full credit for its 
performance. 
 
We also collect the total number of publications overall, plus the total number of publications with international co -
authorship per institution  and the total number of publications with collaboration with universities in the Arab world , 

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/terms-and-conditions
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Academic reputation survey   
 
A survey was sent to a sample of selected academics in the Arab region, in which we ask them to nominate the 
universities that they perceive to be the best for Teaching and/or Research in their field. Academics were asked to 
nominate up to 10 institutions for Teaching and up to 10 institutions for Research in the Arab region.  

  
 
Reference data  
 
THE incorporates reference datasets into its model  to convert country -level data provided by institutions via the portal 
(e.g. research income in a local currency) to a single comparable dataset for all institutions. 
 
The sources of this data are: 
 

o The Her Majesty Revenue and Customs (HMRC) monthly datasets: 
[https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hmrc -exchange-rates-for -2019-monthly ] , which provide s 
accurate foreign exchange rates to convert datasets into GBP and then back into their local currency if an 
institution reports in a foreign currency ;  
 

o The World Bank Purchase Power Parity (PPP) dataset [

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hmrc-exchange-rates-for-2019-monthly
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/PA.NUS.PPP
http://data.un.org/Data.aspx?d=WDI&f=Indicator_Code%3APA.NUS.PPP


 Arab University Rankings 2021 methodology | Times Higher Education (THE) 
  

6 
 

 
 

 
2) Criteria for exclusion, inclusion, and data processing  
 
 
Exclusion and inclusion  criteria  

 
1. �7�K�H�\���P�X�V�W���K�D�Y�H���V�X�S�S�O�L�H�G���³�R�Y�H�U�D�O�O�´���Q�X�P�E�H�U�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���U�D�Q�N�L�Q�J���\�H�D�U���� 

 
AND 
 

2. They must not be featured in the custom exclusions list. Institutions that have requested not to 
participate in the ranking or that are not eligible for other institution -specific reasons have been 
excluded.  

 
AND 
 

3. They must not have more than two of the critical values (academic staff, international academic staff, 
research staff, students, international students, undergraduate degrees awarded, doctorates awarded, 
institutional income, research income, research income from industry and commerce) as null (either 
�P�D�U�N�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���D�V���³�X�Q�D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H�´���R�U���³�Z�L�W�K�K�H�O�G�´�������1�X�O�O���Y�D�O�X�H�V���Z�L�O�O���F�D�X�V�H���D�Q�\���P�H�W�U�L�F���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q��
that value to also be null.   
 

AND 
 

4. They must mark at least one subject as applicable. If no applicable subjects have been reported the 
institution is excluded.  
 

AND 
 

5. They must be based in one of the following countries: Algeria, Bahrain, Comoros, Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq, 
Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, 
Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Yemen. 

 
AND 
 

6. They are required to publish more than 500 relevant publications over the previous five years.  
  
 
Universities meeting  all six  key inclusion criteria above are included in the rankings . �Ÿv 
 
Universities not meeting the last criteria will  not  be included  in the rankings.  They  will 
be listed as  �³�5�H�S�R�U�W�H�U�V�´���D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���Zill not have  
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Normalisation  
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